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Primary Cancer of Limy. 

At tlie meeting of the Pathological Society of London, held April 18, Dr. 
Fenwick showed a specimen of malignant disease of the right lung; he con¬ 
sidered it to be a cancer, but as no sufficient microscopical examination had been 
made, this question remained doubtful, and was referred to the Morbid Growths 
Committee for settlement. He referred to the rarity of primary cancer of the 
lung, and gave some interesting statistics on this point. If the now generally 
accepted embryologieal classification of cancer be true, there is no difficulty in 
accounting for primary cancer in the lung, since cpiplastic elements largely con¬ 
tribute to its formation. Undoubted cases of primary cancer have been recorded 
from time to time ; though, compared with some other organs, the lungs are 
remarkably exempt from this form of disease, despite the varying and almost 
constant irritations to which they are subject. During the discussion, Mr. But- 
lin referred to the dissemination of cancer by the inhalation of cancerous particles 
from a diseased tongue. This view has frequently been advanced, but the grounds 
for accepting such a method of inoculation or grafting do not appear to us suffi¬ 
cient. It is well known that all attempts to engraft cancer even on animals 
predisposed to the disease, such as female dogs and cats, have hitherto failed; 
thus, while it would he premature to deny the possibility of such a mode of infec¬ 
tion, it seems somewhat hazardous at present to trace a causal connection between 
lung and tongue cancer, such as the one just referred to, while there are other 
and more usual methods of accounting for its spread. Thus, the lymphatics 
about the tongue are numerous, and are early implicated in disease of this organ. 
The blood into which the lymph is poured at the root of the neck after passing 
through the heart next circulates in the lung, and hence it is not difficult to un¬ 
derstand the frequency with which these organs are affected with secondary 
deposits. There are still many interesting points to settle as to the histogenesis of 
cancer. For while the embryologieal doctrine of its origin holds good in a large 
proportion of the cases, yet a growth resembling true cancer is occasionally found in 
structures which are derived from the middle embryonic layer. Embryologists, 
it is true, are not agreed as to the exact origin of some organs; they would do 
well to study these moot points in the light of the pathological degenerations to 
which such organs (as the ovary and testis for instance) are liable.— Med. Times 
and Gaz., April 22, 1882. 

Artificial Feeding in Phthisis. 

At a meeting of the Paris Medical Society ( Gaz. des H6pitaux , April 18), Dr. 
Du jahdin-Beau. metz referred again to this subject, of which we have already 
given an account in BioMedical News for Jan. 14, 1882. In his present communi¬ 
cation he corroborates all that has been stated by Dr. Debove of the great success 
which attends the feeding, by means of the oesophageal tube, of patients .suffering 
from phthisis, and who can retain no food. Successful as his own trials of the 
plans were, Dr. Beaumetz did not find them come up to those obtained by Dr. 
Debove, and he found, on investigating the reason of this, that that physician did 
not content himself with giving eggs and raw meat, but had the meat reduced to 
an impalpable powder, which is very promptly absorbed. Since M. Beaumetz 
has followed the same plan he has obtained results as satisfactory as those of Dr. 
Debove, and he has extended this mode of alimentation to hysterical patients 
suffering from incoereible vomiting. Food thus injected was not vomited, and 
the same fact has been observed in the wards of Prof. Charcot. At the discus¬ 
sion which ensued. Dr. Debove stated that he had received in his wards the visits 
of many hospital physicians, who were able to verify for themselves that the 
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phthisical eases so treated had undergone notable amelioration. The patients 
had become fatter, and several of them had gained twelve kilogrammes in weight 
in two months. In most of them the night-sweats had ceased, and the cough had 
much diminished, so that they seemed to he in a condition approaching recovery. 
In one case in which death was due to an incidental cause, enormous cavities were 
found at the autopsy, which were covered witli granulations of a healthy nature. 
To bbtain such an extraordinary amelioration it is requisite that these patients 
should be got to take enormous quantities of nutriment, so as to recover lost 
ground ; and for this purpose they have to be submitted to a kind of training. 
They will thus take three litres of milk, GOO grammes af raw meat, a dozen eggs, 
and some powder of lentils. One patient took for sixteen days three litres of 
milk and twenty-one eggs. In order to insure as complete a digestibility of ali¬ 
ment as possible, the object is to bring the food over a large extent of surface in 
contact with the digestive juices of the stomach; and with this view milk is the 
most favourable diet, eggs also, and especially raw eggs, being very useful. The 
improvement is heralded in especially by the absence of diarrhoea, and by the 
increase of urea, which in several patients increased from fifteen to twenty 
grammes to seventy grammes per diem. Dr. Ilebore chops up the raw meat, 
and having reduced it to an impalpable powder, introduces as much as GOO 
grammes at a time by means of the tube, this representing two kilos, of fresh 
meat—which is truly an enormous dose. But the absence of diarrhoea, the 
increase of weight, the considerable augmentation of the proportion of urea, and 
the reduction of fecal matters to their minimum, demonstrates forcibly that this 
regimen is successful. The meat-powder is, moreover, perfectly digestible. M. 
Joflrov inquired of M. Ueaumetz whether the hysterical subjects he had so suc¬ 
cessfully treated were only in the first stage of hysterical anorexia, or whether 
an}- of them were at the second period, when it had lasted for eighteen months or 
two years, these being the truly difficult cases in which all treatment usually fails. 
Dr. Beaumotz replied that in his eases the vomiting had not lasted more than 
three or four months. In the advanced period we have also to do with inanition, 
so that patients will die of hunger; but this period must not be waited for before 
recourse is had to artificial feeding. The curious point is that these patients 
retain nothing that is taken by the mouth, and do not reject that which is admin¬ 
istered by the sound. M. Troisier mentioned the ease of an hysterical subject 
convalescent from typhoid fever, who ceased vomiting after being fed by the tube ; 
and the paroxysms of coughing brought on by the introduction of this did not 
induce vomiting, although, before, the slightest cough caused it.— Med. Times 
and G'az ., May G, 1882 . 

Syphilitic Disease of the Heart. 

In most of the cases of syphilitic heart disease on record, death has occurred 
suddenly, and the nature of the disease has only been revealed at the necropsy. 
The following case, therefore, lately reported by Dr. Maxxi.no in the Ginrnale 
Italiano delle Malattie Venerec e della Telle, is of interest, from the fact that 
the diagnosis was made during life, and verified after death. The chief points of 
the case are briefly as follows: — 

A man, aged 3G, was admitted into the hospital at Palermo, under the care of 
Dr. Federici, and stated that he had always had good health, until eight years 
before, when he contracted some venereal disease, which was followed by pains 
all over the body. These pains were relieved by iodide of potassium. Since 
that time, however, he had suffered every winter from an eruption on the lower 
limbs, and for a few months previous to admission he had had occasional attacks 



